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Emergency Response Protocol: Shelter in Place
Outside environmental hazard → protect from the environment.
What's happening?
An environmental or non-violent hazard outside the school — such as severe weather, a chemical spill, hazardous air or dangerous wildlife.
What happens inside the school?
Everyone stays inside and takes protective action appropriate to the hazard. No one leaves the building until the ‘Shelter in Place’ protocol has been lifted by administration.
· Severe weather event
· Environmental event (chemical, gas, hazardous materials)
· Dangerous wildlife

Procedure
· Announcement: “Attention all staff, activate ‘Shelter in Place’ immediately.”    **repeat as required**
· Lock and monitor exterior doors
· Staff and students may enter, but once inside, no one leaves the building
· School continues as usual in the building 
· Follow direction from local emergency officials and/or administration to determine when it is safe to lift the Shelter in Place.
· External airborne hazard → shut down HVAC/ventilation systems, if appropriate to the hazard and safe to do so.
· Signage:
· Place signage on exterior doors indicating that the school is under a “Shelter in Place” protocol and that no one may leave the building.
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